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The Venice
Area Democratic
Club
affiliated club of
the

Executive

is an

Democratic
Committee of
Sarasota County -
and chartered by
the

Democratic Party.

Florida

We
the 4th Saturday
of every month at
12:30 PM in Naar
Hall of the Venice
United Church of
Christ, located at
620
Bivd.
FL.

meet

Shamrock

in Venice,

Please
join us at our next
to

meeting join

like-minded

| President’s Message I

| V| \ ‘
The 2010 election yedrto keep his seat, State House _l -J
Df

presents a rousing opportunity69.
for Democrats.
time in 140 years every singlenembers and mayor up for
statewide contest on the balla@lection and we will work t
will be an open seat.
means there will be no incumwith so many qualified cand
bent running for state officedates we will work hard in ol
We Democrats have an obliggrecincts to make as much i
tion to work diligently to fill|pact possible with limited rg

Right here in the city ¢

For the firsiVenice we will have two councij

e Ol daYs]

those offices with Democral
who truly represent the peo
of Florida. For too long, speci
interests and lobbyists wi
strong connections in Tallah
see have had the ears of the g
ernor, cabinet members, and
legislature. Following are th
names of Democrats you'll wa
to familiarize yourself with in
the coming months.

Florida Chief Financia
Officer Alex Sink is running fo
governor. Senators Day
Aronberg and Dan Gelder se
the nomination for attorney ge
eral. Scott Maddox and Rig
Minton are candidates for sec
tary of agriculture. Kendric
Meek, a Democrat from Miam
is hoping to fill a vacant Sena
seat. Rev. James Golden
looking to unseat Congressm
Vern Buchanan. We may have
Democrat running against Dot
Holder for State House #7
Keith Fitzgerald will be fighting

SOources.
le If you don’'t know and
eed to find out who your prs
ltinct captain is please contg
ny board member and s/he
happy to help you. Any smj
edfort you are willing to mak
@an help move Florida out of tl
n1950s and turn it into a forwar
moving state.

In addition to candi
dates, there are very importa
amendments on the 2010 bal
&ith which you will want to be
stome familiar.  First, we expe
to have two amendments th
kvill end gerrymandering,* on
dor the State Legislature and o
for the Congressional Legisl
ture. The petition signatures g
i the verification stage ar
should be approved by the end
22009.

a Another Amendment -
¢4 -- sponsored by Florida Hon
DTown Democracy, a non-partis
grass-roots (see President, p.3)
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941-497-4583

941-488-2613

941-493-1340

941-223-6141
941-492-7113

Ronnie Caruso & Susan Hulbert

Bennett Gross
Ray Schiller
Norma Dayton
Ray Schiller
Maria Reba

WEBMASTER

Jon Fotos

Sarasota County Democratic Party
Message from the Chair

As Chair of your Sarasota County Democr
Party, | would like to share some insight with y

into President Obama’s commitment to Medicar
you may shar it with other
President Obama believ

Medicare is 4 sacred trust w
America’s :
form will help
trust is neve

Reform would strengthe
and protec Medicare. Not
dime of the Medicare tru
fund will be used to pay for reform and reform v
not cut Medicare benefits. Republicans have 1
Medicare to twist the debate about reform and
plied fear tactics — their usual MO — to obfusc
the real issues.

Reform will make healthcare more afforda
for everyone - including seniors. For example,
proposed legislation will eliminate charges for-
ventive services and reduce prescription drug ¢
by 50% for seniors who are falling through
Donut Hole today. And it will improve the quali
of care seniors receive by providing better coaq
nated, more integrated care.

Reform will strengthen the program and mak
more secure and sustainable by rooting out
waste and abuse in the current system

to ensure thg
broken.

Rita Ferrandino, Chair
Sarasota County Democratic Party

o
v

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!

L 4

We all know the efforts everyone is making to
tighten belts and reduce expenses whenever possible
these days. The Venice Area Democratic Club (VADC)
is no exception: with less revenue coming into our treas-
ury, we continue to look for ways to be frugal. The
VADC board has decided to reduce costs by eliminating
the printing and mailing of newsletters at the end of
2009. Thisissue will be the last hard-copy mailing. We
will still provide paper copies for the Jacaranda and
Venice Libraries and will have some copies at our
monthly meetings. In taking this step we estimate a sav-
ings of approximately $1,000 per year.
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Nominees for the 2010 VADC Board

(in alphabetical order)

Henry Bright - President Virginia Bright - Board Member
I was born and raised on a small farm in | was born in Chicago, grew up in Tex
Southern Ireland. Emigrated to Canada jagpdiduated from Skidmore College in Sa

studied to become an actuary while workingga Springs, NY with a degree in mathemadopted its own comprehensi

1992. Moved to Nokomis in 1993.

| became a U.S. citizen in 1971
since then have always been a registe
Democrat. Virginia and |

registered Democrat. For President | wor
rfdr Bill Bradley in 2000, Howard Dean

g4 and Hillary Clinton in 2008. So v
an see | didn’t have very good luck in t

have been active in the Fair Districts cam- Have also been active in several |0
paign as well as on the public option issuecampaigns. | was Treasurer for Keith F
| joined the DEC in 2001. | have servegkerald for both his 2006 and 2008 succes
on the DEC Bylaws committee and | headedmpaigns for state house. Larry Milfg
up the GOTYV effort for the 2004 electiongsked me to be campaign manager for
| was Chair of the DEC in 2005-2006. | a2002 campaign for state senate. In 20
especially proud that during my term, Kejtlidn't have a title but | was very active
Fitzgerald, Alex Sink, Christine Jenningsyorking on Mayor Ed Martin's campaign.
Shirley Brown and Debbie Trice all won in  In my spare time, | play a lot of golf®
Sarasota County. | currently serve as De- *
mocratic State Committeeman for Sarasota Judith C. Connelly - Board Member

a¥oter, a vote on growth in yo

hgensible development.

D
hastating consequences of politi-

tiyalue of your home.

President (cont,)

group, will give you, the Florid
fgemmunity. Each community h

flan, a long-term master plan f{
Curren

ergasing taxes, falling home values,

kagd-locked roads, dwindling water

supplies, and the disappearance of
patural beauty are some of the dev-

cians rubberstamping developers’
gpeculation. Hometown Democ-

,£acy gives voters veto power over

tese changes to our community’s
master plan for growth. This legis-
kfion will enableyou to preserv
our neighborhood and protect the

Clearly, 2010 provide
«@pportunities for exciting progress
tin education, the economy, the en-
&flipnment, and other vital issues
that Democrats have the leadership
tsdevelop. We will need man-
ppower and funds. The VAD
iBoard has been working on fund-
raisers and welcomes your ideas.
There is an abundance of talent
among the membership and no
the time to show us your skills!

County and as a member of the Florida State | grew up in New York and Florida and/€ ask for a little from all. - Your

Executive Committee, as well as Precir@,taduated from Our Lady of Mercy Acade
Committeeman for Precinct 50. Virginia angh
| have lived in Nokomis since 1995. sity. | married Kevin Connelly who served

From a prior marriage, | have tw@ Foreign Service Officer with the U
daughters, and four grandchildren. Othgfency for International Development

interests include gardening, reading, hikingetnam. | moved to the Philippines but vi&

(especially in Montana where we spend pgaéld Kevin. | was in Vietnam 14 times duri
of the summer), golf, skiing and photogfghe 2 years in SE Asia. While in Vietnam
phy. a visit | was asked by the Provincial Edu
Other Relevant Activities: | was thgion Ministry Chief to teach English at t
principal founder and organizer of the Verycal high school.
ice Peace Coalition in 2002, also served as  Returning to New York, | became the
chair of the Southwest Florida Peace anfjarketing Director for Connelly Construc
Justice. | have been a long time member ofion Co. - a residential development com
Sierra Club, ACLU, Common Cause, anf@any, Kevin and | co-founded. We moved
several other organizations. | have servegiorida in 1990. While living in Orlando, |

on several church boards, including as|thgecame a licensed FL mortgage broker 4

President ('99 - '02) of the Unitarian Univ klso served as a ment(ﬂontinued on p5)

d received a BA from Stony Brook Unive

mmitment to Democratic values
Lwill help to make a dramatic differ-
ce for our children and grand-
&hildren.
in *After every census i
igach state, the political party |in
Lgower redraws its state and Con-
rressional  legislative  districts to
cgenefit its party. This practice has
Ltaken the power of selecting their
representatives away from the vpt-
ers and given it to the politicians
who draw their own districts so that
_they can be sure of staying in of-
fice. In other words, they perpetu-
ate their own power by drawing
fe districts to assure their
election every two years. &

salist Congregation of Venice. ®
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Unions: Loved and Hated
by Madeleine Haviick, VADC Member

Bud Aronson, a long time unig
activist speaking at last month’s Ven
Area Democratic Club meeting, 1
counted the struggling history of uniol
Aronson spent 20 years in the lal
movement in California. During h
tenure he established the Union of S
Employees, which is affiliated with th
American Federation of Labor-Congreg
of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO).

Historically, unions were embrac
by workers and despised by mana
ment. Aronson said the legislation ti
breathed life into legal existence {1
unions was the National Labor Relatic
Act passed by Congress in 1935. T
Act established the American Federat
of Labor (AFL) and codified the righ
of working people to organize and
become members of labor unions. 1
Act set forth binding procedures wot
ers had to follow to become members
a union. The National Labor Relatio
Board established the laws. “The res
of the Act were a tremendous joining
people into the unions,” said Aronson.

A few years later the Congress
Industrial Organizations (CIO) was ci
ated. Their leaders believed unions
to be organized from the top to the b
tom in “one great union based on |{
premise ‘in union there is strength,’
said Aronson. The CIO crossed hier

Next Month’s Meeting:
Saturday, January 23, 2010

Glenn Compton, Chairman
ManaSota-838

Mr. Compton will be ad-
dressing us on environ-
mental concerns at both a
local and regional level.

We will also be electing
our 2010 slate of
Directors and Officers.

chical lines and organized the all of th@as setting up its own unions. Internecine
workers factory wide not based on raeearfare resulted in money wasted to steal
or gender, and infused it with a fervor netorkers from each other’s unions. To this
known in the AFL. The CIO in effec¢tday, unions are still suffering, and although
was “striving to remake American socithe anti-communist hysteria has subsided,
ety,” said Aronson. “It organized thét has taken a long time to repair the cleav-
rubber, tire, steel, and other industriesagje that resulted from the Taft-Hartley Act.
The CIO succeeded and in so dojng When Ronald Reagan was governor he
helped rejuvenate the AFL. Their comried to snuff out California’s Industries for
bined efforts succeeded in organizirthe Blind and Disabled Union. The work-
large chunks of American industry. ers traveled to Sacramento and picketed for
“Then came the counterattack,” saitivo weeks, attracting negative global me-
Aronson. The employers followed with dia coverage for Reagan, causing him to
counter movement that culminated |icave in and sign the first contract with the
1948, when the Taft Hartley Act wasnion and the state. As president, Reagan
passed. President Harry Truman vetoedntinued anti-union tactics. He broke the
it, but the Republicans, with the help |dir Traffic Controllers Union’s strike by
Democrats, overrode the Presidenfising all of its members and hiring replace-
veto. ments. Other unions did not support the
Why was the Act ruinous to unions@ontrollers. “That was the ultimate time |of
First, it established the rights of states tiee decline of the Ilabor union,” said
opt out of allowing unions.

enacted a “right to work law,” a euphee strengthening the unions,” said Aronspn.
) ainst

Second, union shop rules dictated that,labor because upper-level management of

rd

shot itself in the head because the mithrent. Aronson urged people to con
tants were the most dedicated workers.their senators and ask them to vote for
A mistake made by The AFL-CICEFCA. ]

Their needs far outweigh ours!
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Nominees for the 2010 VADC Board (cont)

Judith C. Connelly (cont.)
for the Orange County public school s
tem.

In 1996 after moving to Sarasoteg
founded Cunningham Research Cg
which performs market research. | hg
served as a Guardian ad Litem for
12th Judicial Circuit, which include
Sarasota, Manatee and Desoto counti
have been active for the last 6 years
reform movement in my church. | a
pleased to serve on the VADC boal.

& o

Norma Dayton - Corresponding
Secretary

I was an Army and Air Force brat
did not spend my childhood in one ci
but attended four years of high schoo
upstate New York. | graduated frg
SUNY Oneonta as a “retread, the na
then given to “older” students who ¢
tended college.

| spent more than 17 years worki
for a non-profit human service agency
a nutrition counselor and later as the
rector of the WIC Program and for thr
years directing a feeding program for
elderly. | have been involved with en
ronmental issues for eons and have h
healthy interest in politics since ea
adulthood inspired by my grandmother

For several years | served on
board of directors for the American Cg
cer Society in Otsego County, NY a
was secretary for two years. | chai
committees while serving five years
the Otsego County Cooperative EXxte
sion Board.

I am active with a children’s prg
gram through Audubon, am a membe
the Mangrove Chapter of the Native Pl
Society, AAUW, LWV, and Sierra Clul
| volunteer at the Laurel Communi
Center’s after-school program. | initiat
a road cleanup program for my hon
owners association. | am also involy
with activities associated with my churg

In addition to being a precinct ca
tain, | served on the VADC board in 20
and in 2006 became the Vice Presiden
the club. | am just completing two yeg
as president.

(in alphabetical order)

| have helped behind the scenes in Nelson Hay - Board Member
campaigns for Christine Jennings, Ed

Martin, Ernie Zavodnyik, and Sue Lang.  Nelson holds a BS in chemistry frg

| am honored to serve as the Corrfease Institute of Technology in Cley
Sponding Secretary for the next t nd. He earned his MBA from the Har-

years. n vard University Graduate School of Busi-
. ness Administration.
As a Washington, D.C. policy analy
and trade association executive he se
| offer my name to be considered|am the boards and steering committee
Vice President of The VADC. | woulda variety of organizations, including as
like to share briefly with you a little aboutounding (and current) advisor to the Cli-
my background and hope that | can h te Institute. He presented Congres-
your support for this Office. sional testimony and authored and ed
| received a Masters of Social Warkumerous energy and environmental st
from Fordham University. | went tdes and several books.
work for a large private non-profit social He retired as President and CEO
service agency and retired from the |dhe International Gas Center, where
ganization after 36 year. | began my cdirected training and trade development
reer as a counselor and retired a mempesgrams worldwide.
of the Executive Board and Director jof Since retiring from Washington, Nel-
Program Development. son has been a community activist 3

&
v

Barbara Desmond - Vice Presiden

we became full time residents in 2002war, disaster relief, health care, and serv-
was elected President of our Condo Assng the homeless, seniors and others i
ciation in 2003 and served until 2007, need.
took two years off to rest and returned as He has volunteered with the Red
President in 2009. Cross (serving in Mississippi after Hurri-
| am a life long Democrat and haveane Katrina), Venice Interfaith Commu-
served two terms as a former councity Association (coordinating the 2008
women and Mayor in Cranford, Newelocation of Grove Terrace residents),
Jersey. In 2007 | became involved in theurel Civic Association and Senior
local Democratic campaign and workegriendship Centers, among other organi-
to get our present Council Membemations. He is a past Director of the Ven-
elected. | am a member of the DEC aimk Area Democratic Club (2003-2004),
serve as Precinct Captain for Precinct 2and a past Democratic Committeeperson
| have just been appointed Ar
Leader for the DEC. | am also a memper Nelson is a member of the Unitarian
of the VADC and serve on the Board. Universalist Congregation of Venice and
worked on several campaigns in 2008 aofl the Advocacy Committee for Health
was proud to be elected a delegate to tbare Concerns of the Unitarian Universal-
2008 Presidential Convention. ist Legislative Ministry of Florida. At th
Most recently, | was honored to haMdnitarian Universalist General Assembly
been appointed as Chair of the Venige 2009 Nelson successfully worked |to
City Planning Commission by Mayor Edielp adopt the national denomination’s
Martin. Action of Immediate Witness (AIW) on
Should | be elected to the VAD®aper ballots and campaign finance |re-
board, | look forward to serving with théorm. |
new Board and working with all of you to®
move our concerns and issues forward “Welcome” to our new and return
and to get our Democratic candidatésy Board Members and Officers. And|a
elected to office. heartfelt “Thank You” for your time and
service!

o
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Senator Dave Aronberg, candidate for
Attorney General with Norma Dayton

VADC Photo Gallery

s

\7:\b[&
| VENICE AREA
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

VADC President Norma Dayton wel comes
November speaker Bud Aronson

Madeleine Havlick, Henry Bright,
Senator Dan Gelber, and Norma Dayton

L 4

VADC Members Celebrate the Holidays in Style!
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| How to Contact Your Elected Officials I

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Website: www.firstgov.gov
U.S. President
Barack Obama
www.WhiteHouse.gov
Phone: 202-456-1414
Fax: 202-456-2461
Email: President@WhiteHouse.gov
U.S. Senators
Bill Nelson
www.BillNelson.Senate.gov
Phone: 888-671-4091
Fax: 202-228-2183
George LeMieux
www.LeMieux.Senate.Gov
Phone: 202-224-3041
Fax: 202-228-5171
US Representative—District 13
Vern Buchanan
www.buchanan.house.gov
Phone: 941-951-6643
Fax: 941-951-2972
DC Office: 202-225-5015

STATE GOVERNMENT (cont.)
Commissioner of Agriculture
Charles Bronson
Phone: 850-488-3022
Email: Commissioner@doacs.state.fl.us
State Senator - District 23
Nancy Detert
Phone: 941-480-3547
Fax: 941-480-3549
Email: detert.nancy.web@FLSenate.gov
State Representative - District 70
Doug Holder
Phone: 941-918-4028

Email: Doug.Holder@myfloridahouse.gov

SARASOTA COUNTY GOV'T (cont.)
Sheriff
Tom Knight
Phone: 941-861-5800
Email: SrqgSher@scgov.net
Supervisor of Elections
Kathy Dent
Phone: 941-861-8600
Email: KDent@scgov.net
Tax Collector
Barbara Ford-Coates
Phone: 941-861-8300

Email: info@SarasotaTaxCollector.com

STATE GOVERNMENT
Website: www.MyFlorida.com
Governor
Charlie Crist
Phone: 850-488-7146
Fax: 850-487-0801
Email: Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
Attorney General
Bill McCullom
Phone: 850-414-3300
Chief Financial Officer
Alex Sink
Consumer Hotline: 800-342-2762

Email: cfo@fldfs.com

SARASOTA COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Website: www.SCGov.net
Board of County Commissioners
Phone: 941-861-5344

District #1: Carolyn Mason

Email: CMason@scgov.net

District #2: Joe Barbetta

Email: JBarbett@scgov.net
District #3: Shannon Staub

Email: SStaub@scgov.net

District #4: Nora Patterson

Email: NPatters@scgov.net

District #5: Jon Thaxton

Email: JThaxton@scgov.net
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Karen Rushing
Phone: 941-861-7400
Email: Clkinfo@scgov.net
Property Appraiser
Bill Furst
Phone: 941-861-8200

Email: Appraiser@sarasotaproperty.org

VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT
Website: www.VeniceGov.com
Venice City Council
Phone: 941-486-2626
EdMartin, Mayor
EMartin@ci.venice.fl.us

Ernie Zavodnyik, Vice Mayor

EZavodnyik@ci.venice.fl.us
Kit McKeon
KMcKeon@ci.venice.fl.us
John Moore
JMoore@ci.venice.fl.us
Jim Bennett
JBennett@ci.venice.fl.us
Emilio Carlesimo
ECarlesimo@ci.venice.fl.us
Sue Lang
SLang@oci.venice.fl.us
Venice City Manager
Isaac D. Turner
Phone: 941-486-2626, Ext. 24006

Email: ITurner@ci.venice.fl.us
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Nature Walk:

Bruce Dayton will be conducting
a Nature Walk at Blind Pass
Beach off Manasota Beach Rd.

January 18, 2010 at 9:00am

Please call 493-5087 to reserve.

Bruce Brunette

941-223-6373

Personalized greeting car

with your photos from your

computer! Click send and tk
card is printed, addressed,
real stamp used, and mailed

Half the price of Hallmark.
Try if for free at:

www.sendoutcards.com/bruc

[@N
9]
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Attention Business Owners and Candidates: AdvertisRates for VOICES

Business Card Ad: $25/month

1/4 Page Ad: $40/month
1/2 Page Ad: $75/month
Contact the VOICES Editor if you wish to advertise!

Venice Area Democratic Club
PO Box 1743

Nokomis, FL 34274-1743
www.VeniceDemocrats.org




