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state the money when the economy 
improves, but don’t hold your 
breath, because Governor Bush also 
robbed trust funds, and that money 
has yet to be repaid. 

 Ironically, in a time when 
educators are encouraging teens not 
to start smoking, the Lawton Chiles  
tobacco trust (see President, p.3)     

ing to rein in insurance costs – a 
promise that has yet to be fulfilled. 

Considering Governor 
Crist’s active engagement with Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger regarding 
alternative energy and the desire to 
improve efficiency, citizens thought 
that a Republican legislature in Tal-
lahassee would make this a top prior-
ity in 2009.  However, it was De-
mocratic Representative Keith Fitz-
gerald who cosponsored a clean-
energy bill that showed promise by 
focusing on less dependence on oil 
and gas, and allowing individuals 
who converted to solar power to sell 
energy back to the power companies.  
The House refused to bring the bill 
to the floor.  Rather, they chose to 
slip in their proposal allowing for oil 
drilling as close as three miles from 
our beaches.  Big oil companies and 
the House worked together to pre-
sent a package they considered sale-
able.  The drilling bill did not pass 
the Senate but it will resurface in the 
future. 

 The environment took 
another hit when the Florida Forever 
Trust Fund was raided to help bal-
ance the budget.   There was a short-
lived outcry from environmentalists 
and other groups who want to pre-
serve open lands for parks and ani-
mal habitat, but their cries were 
muted by the economic downturn.  It 
is just another case where an econ-
omy based on boom–and-bust cycles 
failed the Florida populace.  Of 
course, politicians promise to rein-

The Florida State legisla-
tive session is finally over, and with 
few positive results.  Every year the 
legislature has an opportunity to 
make necessary changes in the tax 
structure to avoid boom-and-bust 
cycles that adversely affect Floridi-
ans.  Every year they fail.  This 
seeming lack of Republican leader-
ship needs a change in Tallahassee.  
We can use the opportunity of the 
current redistricting effort in Florida 
to make a significant difference in 
Tallahassee. 

 Here are a few highlights 
of the recent session. 

 Insurance reform was a 
top agenda item for the Legislature, 
Governor Crist, and the public.  The 
Legislature passed a bill allowing 
the market to dictate policy costs.  If 
the governor signs the bill by June 
27th, insurance companies will have 
no limits on their fees, thus allowing 
the market to regulate costs.  Cus-
tomers could see significant rate 
increases.  Insurance companies 
expect the changes to stimulate 
Florida’s property insurance market. 
Questions abound as to what will 
occur if the governor uses the veto 
pen.  Concern centers on the state’s 
largest private insurer, State Farm, 
which is trying to drop 800,000 
residential property policies.  This 
could mean that Citizens Property 
Insurance would take over, thereby 
making the state ultimately respon-
sible in the case of a major hurri-
cane.  Crist came into office promis-
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 Carol Buchanan is 
immediate past president of 
the Florida Sun Coast 
Women's Forum, former 
National President of the 
Gulf Coast Chapter of the 
US National Committee for 
UNIFEM (The United Na-
tions Development Fund for 
Women) and is a member of 
the Majority Council of 
Emily's List.  
 She holds a life 
membership in the National 
Council of Negro Women.  

Volume 7, Number 10 June 15, 2009 

���������	�
�����
�

����
�����	�


������




A Publication of the Venice Area Democratic Club     ~     Venice, FL 

����	�
�����
 


����
���������
�������

����
���
 ��
�

�


���� ��

!"����
 ��
�

#


���
!$%&

'����
'���� ���
���
�
��((
)����
 ��
�

*


*+
,����
%-���
���
'������((
��"�(�����&

'��((
.�
 ����

-��
��"�(
$�
���
 ��
�

/



0%��
%�����
.����
��1���
2������
�� ����(
'���(��� ���
 ��
�

3


���
��
�������
,���
!(�����
)--����(�
 ��
�

4


� �����������

	
��� ��
��
�����

� � � � � � � � � ��

����������� ����� � ����

���� ��
��
������

� � � � � � � � ��

� � 
 
 � � � � � � � ��

��
������ ������� ��

���� ���
��
��� ���

� � � � � � � 
 � � ��

��
��
�������
����

�

�  �� 
����

���� !��� ����
����

��� ���
�� 
����� ���

"#$%&��'�� ��� �(��
�

)���� ��� ���� �������

*������ ���
��� ���

��
���+� �������� ���

,#&� ���

��-�

.����� ��� ������+�

�/��

�

� � � � � � ���

0���� ��� ��� ��
� �����


�����1� ��� 0����

� � - � � 
 � � � � ��

������������ � ��
� � ���

� � � 
 � � � � � � 1 +�

2
�1
������� ����

� � � � 1 � � � � � �����

����
����3 �



��

The practice of our government’s accepting huge 
sums of money from U.S. corporations has long been a 
problem for America's democratic system.  In addition 
to paying lobbyists in Washington, corporations make 
large political campaign contributions that are, in ef-
fect, bribery. 

Using what is known as the "Revolving Door Pol-
icy" corporations offer lucrative jobs to retiring con-
gressmen and cabinet members who helped shepherd 
legislation through the legislative process.  Of the 24 
members of George W. Bush’s cabinet, 17 (~70%) 
have taken positions with -- or consulted and lobbied 
for -- at least 119 U.S. companies, including 65 firms 
that lobby the government and its agencies.  In that 
administration those who regulated -- and those in-
tended to be regulated -- became almost indistinguish-
able. 

Dick Cheney demonstrated the power of corpora-
tions when he invited executives of energy corpora-
tions (excluding environmentalists) to meet secretly to 
formulate America's energy policy.  More recently, 
Senator Max Baucus, head of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, took the "single-payer" health care option off 
the table, despite its huge popularity among citizens, 
economists, and a very large coalition of health-care 
providers.   

What if paid corporate lobbyists were not permit-
ted to walk the halls of Congress and nor to have pri-
vate conferences with congressmen, but were com-
pelled to present position papers of no more than 40 
pages (which would also be made available to the pub-
lic via the Internet)? 

What if members of Congress, in consulting with 
experts, were barred from questioning anyone em-
ployed by, or receiving remuneration from, any agency 
or industry, standing to benefit or profit from legisla-
tion under discussion? 

How would organizations created for the promo-
tion of social welfare be affected by eliminating such 
practices?  Favorably.  Unlike corporate lobbyists, so-
cial welfare agency associates offer neither money, 
perquisite, nor gratuity, and would therefore be able to 
compete with corporate lobbyists on an even field. 

Rules such as these might go a long way toward 
removing the incentive for the large corporate cam-
paign contributions that corrupt our elections.     �  
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 Further in the area of roads and 
safety is the continuing issue of privatizing.  
During tight budget years politicians never 
fail to look for a quick fix for increasing 
revenues.  This legislature pressed for the 
privatizing of some roads and bridges, be-
ginning with Alligator Alley.  Obtaining 
large sums of money from private compa-
nies – domestic and foreign -- in exchange 
for control of roads and bridges should be 
cause for concern.  First, roads are built with 
taxpayer money and should not be in private 
control; second, maintenance issues could 
become a problem if decided by private 
entities; third, drivers will likely experience 
new or increased fees to use them; and, 
perhaps most important, we have a national 
security issue if a foreign owner is in charge 
of our infrastructure.  Fortunately, this year 
no one bid on the project, but voters should 
be aware that the issue is not dead. 

 The legislature succeeded in cut-
ting university budgets; as a result, colleges 
are cutting positions and raising tuition to 
compensate.  This will be a hardship for 
many parents of students, as well as some 
faculty and staff, where the breadwinners 
have lost jobs. 

 The Republican State Legislature 
raised the fees on drivers’ licenses, auto 
renewals, and court costs to help balance the 
budget because they did not want to raise 
taxes!  These costs disproportionately hurt 
the poor more than the rest of the popula-
tion.  Once again baseball skybox owners 
and charter fishermen have been spared! 

We have our work cut out for us 
getting the redistricting petitions signed 
before the December deadline.  Anyone who 
can help collect signatures, please see one of 
our board members or send me an email.  It 
is imperative that we ask all of our friends, 
neighbors, and even strangers to sign the 
petitions from Fairdistricts.org.       �  

fund was also depleted for purposes of bal-
ancing the state budget.               

 Growth management has been 
dealt a huge setback by legislation our Gov-
ernor signed.  Near the very end of the ses-
sion the Legislature revived and passed one 
of the biggest changes to Florida’s growth 
plan in decades.  This change will likely 
permit more sprawl and congestion on roads 
in our state: the bill will eliminate the re-
quirement that communities have adequate 
roads in place before allowing developers to 
build new subdivisions or shopping centers. 

 Secondly, the law will permit 
municipalities or counties to designate areas 
for large-scale development without being 
subject to regional planning boards that 
currently analyze how such plans would 
affect nearby communities. 

 Realtors, developers, and the 
Florida Chamber of Commerce supported 
this legislation hoping to spark economic 
development, while major environmental 
groups and local governments vowed it 
would worsen the state’s already overbur-
dened roads and bridges.  They believe it 
will encourage reckless development that 
has endangered Florida’s natural resources 
and made the state’s economy more vulner-
able to boom- and-bust cycles. 

 The one bright spot in Tallahas-
see was the passage of the seatbelt bill.  
Finally, law- enforcement officers can arrest 
drivers if they are not buckled up.  Until this 
bill became law, drivers had to be stopped 
for some other infraction before they could 
be ticketed for failure to wear a seatbelt!   

 However, the second traffic bill 
that would have also saved lives and injuries 
did not make it out of committees.  Red light 
cameras cannot not be installed on state 
highways.  Some cities and counties are 
implementing cameras on local roads, but 
there is some question of how effective this 
will be if drivers challenge the infraction. 
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“Equality of rights under the law 
shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on ac-
count of sex.” 

In an impassioned talk to Venice 
Area Democratic Club members, Jen-
nifer Cohen, president of the Venice/
North Port chapter of NOW, pointed 
out the simplicity of the Equal Rights 
Amendment’s key wording, the frus-
tration of supporters over decades of 
congressional inaction, and the need to 
jump start a new push for ratification. 

“For us as Democrats, people, 
humans, and women the most impor-
tant issue for us is equality,” she em-
phasized. 

Saying, “this is a subject I have 
worked on since I was born,” Cohen 
countered arguments that women have 
already achieved equality, using her 
own field of Information Technology 
as an example, where women only 
make up two per cent of the top practi-
tioners.  The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act of 2009 also illustrated the exten-

sive delays and hurdles for women in 
achieving pay equity.   

Cohen also chronicled the sorry 
tale of the “death” of the ERA after an 

early and promising start in 1972. To 
become law, the Amendment needed 
38 states to ratify and the process was 
well on its way until the rise of Phyllis 
Shlafly and her anti-women’s-liberation 
movement.  She, with her small but 
vocal army of anti-gay, anti-abortion 
ultra-conservative allies, succeeded in 

planting enough fear in the country to 
cause the ERA movement to essentially 
fizzle and die. 

Theoretically dead in 1982 – the 
deadline for ratification – the Amend-
ment is stalled with 35 states’ approval, 
with only three states needed.  Cohen is 
determined that Florida will be one of the 
three, though bills have been sponsored 
since 2004 with no forward movement.  
Each year – and 2009 was no exception – 
bills have died in committee. 

“But it is not dead – for me, for us,” 
argued Cohen, asking Democrats to be-
come active in a drive to move Florida 
into the yes column. “With Barack 
Obama, we have never been in a better 
spot, and the issue is alive again because 
of Hillary Clinton and the fire she lit for 
feminism.” 

She asked her audience to “put the 
ERA on your docket as a very important 
issue.” “Men, we love you,” Cohen 
stated, “but give us our rights.  This is 
our time.”                                           �  
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VADC  President Norma Dayton 
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documentary films, held political round-
table discussions and hosted "Pizza and 
Politics” meetings.  All of our meetings 
are attended by not only our members, 
but members of other clubs and groups, 
as well as a number of candidates.    

Every year we have been major 
sponsors of Sarasota Pride and the Sara-
sota Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.  We 
even managed to field one of our own 
candidates in 2006 and 2008! 

We spent a large portion of our 
2008 budget in a targeted campaign to 
fight Amendment 2, Florida's Marriage 
Amendment, which wrote language into 
Florida’s Constitution that marriage is 
ONLY between one man and one 
woman and no other relationship shall 
be recognized in the Florida.    

More than 70 percent of GLBT 
adults surveyed identified themselves as 
Democrats.  Other surveys indicate that 
the GLBT community registers to vote 
and shows up to vote at significantly 
higher levels than the general popula-
tion, creating the strongest Democratic 
voting block in the Florida. 

So, you may ask, why are we con-
tinuing to fight a battle that started 40 
years ago?  Because if WE don't stand 
up and fight for our civil rights, no one 
else will.    

Without a doubt, the Democratic 
Party has eclipsed the Republican party 
on the subject of gay rights.  But, unless 
our community takes an active role in 
the political theatre, we should not ex-
pect that support to be undying.    

Case in point was Amendment 2.  
The majority of Democratic voters, 
elected officials, and candidates did not 
support Amendment 2.  They knew it 
was nothing more than a pathetic ruse to 
draw social conservatives to the polls.   

Sadly, the Florida Democratic Party 
refused to take an official stance against 
Amendment 2, because they feared do-
ing so would alienate conservative and 
moderate voters who might have voted 
for Barack Obama.   Perhaps they were 
right.  But, in refusing to publicly op-
pose this measure, they said that it was 
okay for the   (See Stonewall, p. 6)   

was in mourning and they just weren't 
going to be targeted again! 

This time they fought back.  They 
threw bottles, bricks and whatever they 
could find; from the street outside the 
Stonewall Inn people chased the police 
officers back into the bar, where they 
locked themselves in.  Outside, the gay 
community rioted.  They would not be 
disrespected again.  They would not be 
abused again.  And would never 
NEVER be beaten again.    

Eventually, the police left the 
building and a few persons were ar-
rested.  But, the demonstrations and 
celebrations continued in the streets in 
front of the Stonewall Inn for many 
nights to come. 

This was the Stonewall Revolution 
-- and birth of the gay rights movement 
in America.   

Nearly 30 years after the Stonewall 
riots, Barney Frank, a gay Democratic 
member of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives from Massachusetts, founded the 
National Stonewall Democrats in 1998.  
The National Stonewall Democrats 
brought together previously unaffiliated 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Trans-
gender (GLBT) Democratic clubs 
throughout the nation.  We now boast 
more than 90 chapters nationwide and 
our movement is rapidly growing. 

In Florida, the Florida Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual and Transgender 
(FGLBT) Democratic Caucus is the 
regional branch of the National Stone-
wall Democrats.  This caucus, for 
which I also serve as Secretary, has 11 
chapters throughout the state.  Our local 
chapter in Sarasota and Manatee coun-
ties is the Suncoast Stonewall Democ-
rats. 

I started our chapter in the Spring 
of 2005, just months after the right-
wing religious zealots announced their 
plans to attempt to amend Florida's con-
stitution by inserting discrimination 
against anyone that did not fit their per-
fect little mold.    

In the four years of our existence, 
the Suncoast Stonewall Democrats have 
hosted candidate debates, exhibited 

Just about every man, woman, and 
child living in the U.S. -- and far be-
yond -- recognizes the classic song 
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" from 
the 1939 film “The Wizard of Oz.”  But 
what you may not know is that this 
song has been the theme song for the 
gay-rights struggle for more than half a 
century.   

In the film, an awkward teen, 
Dorothy, struggles to find acceptance in 
a place where "you just need to fit in 
and be like everyone else."  She dreams 
of a place where troubles “melt away,” 
of waking up where the “clouds are far 
behind,” and “dreams really do come 
true.” 

The history of gay rights, too, is 
the story of the struggle -- and dreams -
- of the gay community.  And, thus, for 
more than half a century "Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow" has been our theme 
song and Judy Garland has been our 
icon.  After this film thrust her into 
stardom, Judy Garland struggled her 
entire life for acceptance -- something 
she fought for till the very end . . .  and 
never found. 

Fast forward to June 22, 1969 -- 
the world is shocked -- and the gay 
community devastated -- by Judy’s 
death at the age of 47.  Our heroine is 
gone.   

 On the evening of June 28th, the 
day after Judy’s funeral, the atmosphere 
of the Stonewall Inn -- a New York 
City pub that entertained the gay com-
munity -- was unusually solemn.   

The inn had been the site of fre-
quent raids by the NYC Police Depart-
ment. After all, in 1969 it was a crime 
to "serve alcohol to a homosexual!"  
That evening, the usual festive crowd 
was not so festive.  Then, when the 
police whistles blew and the door was 
thrown open the patrons realized that 
this was going to be another bad night. 

Normally, as they were led into the 
paddy wagons, the gay men would 
cower to hide their identity and the drag 
queens would taunt the police as they 
were paraded out of the bar.  But to-
night was different.  The community 
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We encourage VADC members to attend 
and participate in local government meetings 

 

Sarasota County Commission 
Meetings are held every week - for schedules please refer to:  

www.scgov.net, Meetings and Agendas, Meetings On Demand 
 

1660 Ringling Blvd. - Sarasota, FL 34236 
941-861-5000 

 

Venice City Council 
Every other Tuesday - 1:30 p.m. 

Venice City Hall, Council Chambers 
 

401 West Venice Ave. - Venice, FL 34285 
941-486-2626 

www.venicegov.com 
 

You may also watch meetings live on  
Comcast TV Cable Channel 19 

 If you believe that the GLBT com-
munity was wronged by Amendment 2, 
then help us by joining our fight.  If you 
think that second-class citizenship is 
wrong -- then help us by joining our 
chapter. 

 In closing, I return to the theme 
song of the gay community.  Dorothy 
pined, “If birds fly over the rainbow, 
why then, oh why can’t I?”   

Similarly, I ask: 
“If YOU can serve our nation and 

defend our democracy; why then, oh 
why can't I?” 

“If YOU can walk hand-in-hand 
with your spouse, without the fear of 
physical or deadly violence;  why then, 
oh why can't I?” 

“If YOU can benefit from more than 
1,135 federal benefits simply by saying 
the words "I do";  why then, oh why 
can't I?”                                      �                         

strongest Democratic voting bloc in 
Florida to be made into second class 
citizens.  Had this been seen as dis-
crimination against ANY other group of 
people, they would have been scream-
ing from the rooftops to defeat this 
amendment.    

But, it's too late now.  Florida’s 
constitution has been amended.  Our 
only hope now is that the U.S. Supreme 
Court will step in and recognize the 
inconsistent and unequal treatment of 
citizens due to varying states’ defini-
tions of “marriage.” 

That is why we need YOUR help!  
That is why we need YOU to join us.  
That is why we need YOU to step up 
and say to our local, state, and national 
party representatives that the Democ-
ratic party does NOT believe in second- 
class citizenship; and that YOU will not 
tolerate the trampling of our or anyone 
else's rights!  
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The Venice Area Democratic Club 
is proud to award the first Maxine Bar-
ritt Memorial Scholarship to Bethany 
Iddings.  

Bethany plans to attend Sarah Law-
rence College in Potsdam, NY.    

She has been involved with many 
school clubs and outside organizations 
including a board member of Loveland 
Center and the YMCA.  

She volunteered for Morgan Bent-
ley's campaign and worked as an elec-
tion poll worker for the primaries and in 
the general election last November.   �  
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VADC  President Norma Dayton & 
Scholarship Winner Bethany Iddings 
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STATE  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.MyFlorida.com 

Governor  

Charlie Crist 

Phone: 850-488-7146 

Fax: 850-487-0801 

Email: Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 

Attorney General 

Bill McCullom 

Phone: 850-414-3300 

Chief Financial Officer 

Alex Sink 

Consumer Hotline: 800-342-2762 

Email: cfo@fldfs.com 
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SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.SCGov.net 

Board of County Commissioners 

Phone: 941-861-5344 

District #1:  Carolyn Mason 

Email: CMason@scgov.net 

District #2:  Joe Barbetta 

Email: JBarbett@scgov.net 

District #3:  Shannon Staub 

Email: SStaub@scgov.net 

District #4:  Nora Patterson 

Email: NPatters@scgov.net 

District #5:  Jon Thaxton 

Email: JThaxton@scgov.net 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Karen Rushing 

Phone:  941-861-7400 

Email:  ClkInfo@scgov.net 

Property Appraiser 

Bill Furst 

Phone:  941-861-8200 

Email:  Appraiser@sarasotaproperty.org 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.firstgov.gov 

U.S.  President 

Barack Obama 

www.WhiteHouse.gov 

Phone: 202-456-1414 

Fax: 202-456-2461 

Email: President@WhiteHouse.gov 

U.S. Senators 

Bill Nelson 

www.BillNelson.Senate.gov 

Phone: 888-671-4091 

Fax: 202-228-2183 

Mel Martinez 

www.Martinez.Senate.Gov 

Phone: 202-224-3041 

Fax: 202-228-5171 

US Representative—District 13 

Vern Buchanan 

www.buchanan.house.gov 

Phone: 941-951-6643 

Fax: 941-951-2972 

DC Office: 202-225-5015 

STATE  GOVERNMENT (cont.) 

Commissioner of Agriculture 

Charles Bronson 

Phone: 850-488-3022 

Email: Commissioner@doacs.state.fl.us 

State Senator  - District 23 

Nancy Detert 

Phone: 941-480-3547 

Fax: 941-480-3549 

Email: Detert.Nancy.web@FLSenate.gov 

State Representative - District 70 

Doug Holder 

Phone: 941-918-4028 

Email: Doug.Holder@myfloridahouse.gov 
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VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.VeniceGov.com 

Venice City Council 

Phone:   941-486-2626 

EdMartin,  Mayor 

EMartin@ci.venice.fl.us 

Sue Lang, Vice Mayor 

SLang@ci.venice.fl.us 

Kit McKeon 

KMcKeon@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Moore 

JMoore@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Simmonds 

JSimmon@ci.venice.fl.us 

Vicki Noren Taylor 

VTaylor@ci.venice.fl.us 

Ernie Zavodnyik 

EZavodn@ci.venice.fl.us 

Venice City Manager 

Isaac D. Turner 

Phone:  941-486-2626, Ext. 24006 

Email:  ITurner@ci.venice.fl.us 

SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOV’T (cont.) 

Sheriff 

Tom Knight 

Phone:  941-861-5800 

Email:  SrqSher@scgov.net 

Supervisor of Elections 

Kathy Dent 

Phone:  941-861-8600 

Email:  KDent@scgov.net 

Tax Collector 

Barbara Ford-Coates 

Phone:  941-861-8300 

Email:  info@SarasotaTaxCollector.com 
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Personalized greeting cards 
with your photos from your 
computer!  Click send and the 
card is printed, addressed, a 
real stamp used, and mailed! 

Half the price of Hallmark. 

Try if for free at: 

www.sendoutcards.com/bruce 

Bruce Brunette 

941-223-6373 

Our  dedicated  advertisers  have  helped  to  underwrite  the  printing  and 
mailing costs of our monthly newsletter, VOICES. 

Please support those that are supporting us and patronize these busi-
nesses.  Be sure and let them know,  “I saw your ad in VOICES!”  


