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sea turtles are concerned that 
these events will have deadly 
effects on these creatures, caus-
ing a chain of ecological disas-
ters to our environment and food 
supply.  

The public has not been 
informed about the drawbacks of 
pipelines, storage tanks, and re-
fineries.  

Myth Number Two.  
Rigs and pipelines are safe.  Dur-
ing 2008 the Coast Guard Na-
tional Response Center logged 
more than 33,000 spills of vari-
ous sizes.  Pipelines and plat-
forms accounted for more than 
1300 spills each; storage tanks 
more than 2400.  Hurricanes Rita 
and Katrina in 2005 caused 120 
spills and destroyed 115 drilling 
rigs and petroleum-production 
platforms, plus over 450 pipe-
lines in waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Florida ranks number 
one in the nation for hurricanes; 
disasters on the scale of Rita and 
Katrina are extremely likely if 
our coast is dotted with oilrigs 
and platforms.  

Oil residue can last for 
decades.  Twenty years after the 
Valdez disaster Alaska is still 
trying to repair environmental 
damage.       (see President, p.3)  

The offshore drilling 
issue is back on the fast track 
among some legislators in Talla-
hassee.  Although Americans are 
aware of the need to break from 
our dependence on oil, many 
politicians in Washington and 
Tallahassee (including Senator 
Nancy Detert and Representa-
tive Doug Holder) continue to 
be drawn to the same old tune 
from oil companies, “vast 
amounts of oil are easier than 
ever to access within the Gulf of 
Mexico.”  They are still looking 
through their rear view mirrors.   

Myth Number One.  
Modern drilling is clean and 
safe.  However, in July 2009 an 
underground oil leak 30 miles 
off the coast of Louisiana bled 
58,000 gallons of crude oil caus-
ing an 80 square mile slick.  The 
new technology cannot prevent 
such accidents.  The incident 
received very little coverage in 
Florida papers.  

Earlier this summer 
Australia suffered the third larg-
est spill in its history using the 
modern technology touted by 
Florida politicians as safe.  Oil 
and gas leaks such as this may 
take months to clean up.  Scien-
tists who monitor whales and 
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VOICES  is the official monthly newsletter of the 
Venice Area Democratic Club 

P.O. Box 1743 
Nokomis, FL  34274-1743 
Telephone:  941-492-5965 

VOICES  Editor:  Trudi Musselman 
Mailing: Susette Bryan  

 

Website:  www.VeniceDemocrats.org 
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Thursday, October 15th - 7:00 pm: Democratic Executive Committee Monthly Meeting - Naar Hall at the 
United Church of Christ, 620 Shamrock Blvd, Venice.  
 
Friday, October 16th - 11:00 am: Venice City Council Candidate Meet and Greet at the Venice Municipal 
Golf Course 
 
Friday, October 16th - Sunday, October 18th:  Join us and volunteer a little time at our booth at the An-
nual Sun Fiesta.  This is an excellent opportunity for the Democrats to make ourselves known in Venice! 
 
Saturday, October 17th - 9:00 am: Please join the VADC as we march in the Annual Sun Fiesta Parade.  
Meet at Granada Ave at Esplanada (position #21).  Please wear dark blue slacks (or shorts or skirt) and 
your VADC (or white) shirts! 
 
**Saturday, October 17th  10:30 am: Dr. Frank Alcock, Associate Professor of Political Science, New 
College of Florida - Potholes in the Road through Copenhagen. Frank Alcock teaches courses on world 
politics, international law and environmental studies. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from Duke 
University, an M.A. in International Affairs from George Washington University and a B.A. in Econom-
ics from Binghamton University. The talk will focus on three major obstacles, or potholes, that must be 
overcome if the current approach to slowing global carbon emissions is to be successful. Will climate 
negotiators be able to navigate these potholes or should they begin to consider other roads to a less carbon 
intensive global economy? 
 
**Tuesday, October 20th - 7:00 pm: The Bermuda Triangle: Heath Care, Verified Elections, and Cam-
paign Finance Reform, featuring Kindra Muntz, president of the Sarasota Alliance for Fair Elections 
(SAFE) 
  
**Wednesday, October 21st  - 12:00 pm: Phil Compton, Regional Director, Florida Sierra Club - Energy 
& Oil Drilling Take Center Stage in DC & Tallahassee. Phil Compton informs the public and decision 
makers in Tampa Bay about how Red Tide and other types of harmful algae blooms can be prevented. 
Phil is also Chair of the Friends of the River, a grassroots citizens’ group in Tampa that advocates the 
restoration of Tampa’s Lower Hillsborough River. He led an eight-year campaign to help a 10-mile tidal 
section below Tampa’s reservoir at Rowlett Park recover from 35 years of abuse and neglect. Florida 
Sierra Club has set renewable energy policy initiatives as a goal for the organization as well as blocking 
drilling efforts along Florida's Gulf Coast.  
 
Monday, October 26th - 6:00 pm: Meet the Venice City Council candidates at a Town Forum at the Ven-
ice Library - 300 S. Nokomis Ave. 
 
Tuesday, October 27th - 7:00 pm: World War II History Lecture by Ted Koszarski at Village on the Isle. 
  
**Wednesday, October 28th - 12:00 pm: Susan Glickman, Energy Policy Consultant - Florida’s Path to 
Clean Energy. Susan Glickman has been involved in issue advocacy and political campaigns since 1984 
working both at the federal level and in Florida. The current focus of Susan’s work is in the climate and 
energy arena. Susan is a consultant to the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Southern Alliance 
for Clean Energy. Most recently, Susan served as the US Southern Region Director for The Climate 
Group, an international non-governmental organization working to accelerate a low carbon economy. 
 
Monday, November 2nd - 6:00 pm: An Economic Forum: It's Still the Economy, Stupid, with Dr. Ayse 
Somersan, Prof. Emeritus of Economics, University of Wisconsin, at the Golden Apple Dinner Theater, 
25 N Pineapple Ave.  6:00 pm hors d'oeuvres served, forum beings at 7:00 pm.  Dr. Somersan will explain 
complex ideas with simplicity and insight.  Co-Moderators: Rob Lorei and Augi Schmitz.  Panelists: 
Waldo Proffitt, Dr. Frank Alcock, and Chris Wille.  Tickets $20, call 941-586-6839 or 941-349-2823. 
 
Saturday, November 7th - 9:00 am: Free nature walk from the Gulf shore to a lagoon off Lemon Bay led 
by Bruce Dayton, PhD, at Blind Pass Beach off Manasota Beach Road.  We discuss how water, wind, 
sand and living things interact to create our beautiful barrier islands (keys as we call them).  The biologi-
cal emphasis will be on plants.  Included are beach, dune, coastal hammock and mangrove habitats. It is a 
fairly easy two hour stroll on beach sand, boardwalk, and a short trail. Call 493-5087 to register. Limited 
to 15 participants. 
 
Sunday, December 13th - 5:30 pm: Annual VADC Holiday Party at Venice Gardens. Catered by Amore's 
Restaurant.  Price is $15/per person. You may bring a dessert if you wish but it isn't necessary.  Sign up in 
October. 
 
**Seminars are held at the Sarasota County Democratic headquarters - 7358 S. Tamiami Trail (Coral 
Cove Mall) - Sarasota.  Registration is available by calling 330-9400 or emailing headquar-
ters@sarasotadems.org and a $10 contribution is suggested to help us defray expenses. 
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Myth Number Three.  Gas prices 
will come down once we have more drill-
ing in the Gulf.  Extracting oil will take 
years, and will do nothing to decrease the 
cost of gasoline at the pump. There is not 
enough oil or gas to change the dynamics.  

Our national efforts must be di-
rected to the goal of developing renewable 
resources to achieve energy independence, 
not only to combat global warming and 
rising sea levels, but to break the grip of 
tyranny of foreign oil.  The eastern Gulf 
provides the only US military’s long-range 
weapons and operating testing area on its 
East Coast.  Senator Bill Nelson is con-
cerned that drilling in these waters could 
affect national security.  

The danger of a spill off the coast 
of Florida is a huge risk to our $70 billion 
a year tourist industry that provides 
964,000 jobs, some connected to the 
beaches, and others to the fishing industry.  
Recreational fishing brings in $5 billion 
yearly, commercial fishing $800 million.  
Florida has some of the most beautiful 
beaches on the Panhandle.  Siesta Key in 
Sarasota county, is world famous for its 
white, sugary sand, and attracts thousands 
of residents and tourists all year long.  The 
economic benefits are enormous.  

When politicians cut deals with 
oil companies and other energy sources, 
public must take note.  Such may be the 
case with the oil and solar industries.  This 
is a situation that demands scrutiny by 
citizens.  We have to unite with environ-
mental groups, local business communi-
ties, and all groups who are concerned 
about the cities along the coast.   

Politicians Senator Nancy Detert 
and Representative Doug Holder appear to 
be looking in their rear view mirrors to-
wards the interests of oil and traditional 
energy companies, rather than advancing 
innovative solutions to our energy chal-
lenges.  In so doing, they are promoting 
the myths that lull voters into compla-
cency.  We must get their attention and 
demand that they oppose offshore drilling.  
Contact them now.  Their phone numbers, 
addresses, and email information are on 
page 7 of this newsletter.                     �  
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Focusing on this country’s most 
extensive and often controversial pro-
posed legislation, the September VADC 
provided a panel discussion on 
health care reform.  The panel of 
experts was comprised of: Florida 
State House Representative, Dis-
trict 69, Keith Fitzgerald; Sarasota 
County Hospital Board Chair, Dr. 
Marguerite Malone; and Genesis 
Health Services, Dr. Lisa Merritt. 

The following remarks repre-
sent prepared statements, as well 
as responses to audience ques-
tions. 

Representative Fitzgerald 
wondered aloud why people get 
wrapped up in specifics and do 
not see the broad overview.  
“When we compare our health 
care with other countries, we 
don’t do very well.  We have 
some of the best trained doctors, 
best health care delivery, and best high 
tech intervention – but in other aspects 
we are far behind.  The question is, will 
we do it [health reform] in a thoughtful, 
careful way or will it just be an impend-
ing disaster?”  

Mr. Fitzgerald said Medicare would 
be insolvent in eight years if it stays as it 
is now.  Then it will have to be paid out 
of the general revenue of the govern-

ment, and therefore defense and transpor-
tation budgets will go down, or our na-
tional debt will go up.   

Other key points covered by Fitzger-
ald were:  Two years ago 16% of our 
Gross National Product (GNP) was tied 
up in health care – Canada’s was about 
10.5%; other countries about 8 or 9%.  
Ranked by performance, the US was 35th 
… so we’re not doing well as other coun-
tries in getting our health care dollar 
value.  In 2009 our health care portion of 
GNP is now 18%.  

If the U.S. continues on the current 
trajectory of health-care spending, our 
country will be plunged into poverty in 
the future.  The present system is giganti-
cally inefficient and not sustainable.   

“I don’t care how we get there, as 
long as we come up with a health care 
system that delivers health care to every-
one in the US.” 

“France has public health care, but 
there are private providers as well,” said 
Fitzgerald.  “The Netherlands covers 
everybody in the country.  They have a 
private system that’s all handled by in-
surance companies.  It is not tied to em-
ployment.  As of right now, you get com-
prehensive health care insurance.  The 
Netherlands treats the insurance compa-
nies in their country like public utilities.” 

Representative Fitzgerald said if the 

insurance companies here have to compete 
to get market shares, but the government 
regulates them and puts some caps on 

them, we could improve health 
care, cut costs, and provide univer-
sal access.  He also said a single 
payer system could work. 
Marguerite Malone, Sarasota 
County Hospital Board Chair, pro-
vided startling statistics from the 
hospital’s perspective.  One of six 
patients in Florida is not insured.  
Sarasota County Hospital treats 
more than 70% of the uninsured in 
the county.  Fifty percent of the 
neo-natal health care patients are 
either on Medicaid or not insured.   
 “Sarasota County Hospital is a gem 
in the county,” Doctor Malone said.  
It has $1.1 billion dollars in assets; 
has over 4,000 employees; has 800 
doctors with privileges there; and 
they are a regional “safety net hos-

pital”; the only one in four counties – pro-
viding health care to those who don’t have 
insurance.   

She said of the 235 hospitals in Florida 
hospital system 14 are considered “safety 
nets”, providing 50% of the care to those 
who have no insurance or cannot afford 
hospital care.   

According to Dr. Malone, the hospital 
provided almost $100 million dollars in un-
reimbursed care last year.  The hospital 
admits 78,000 individuals per year to their 
Emergency Room (ER) and the hospital is 
striving to get the ER waiting times down 
to 15 minutes.  She said since there are not 
enough primary care physicians to help 
people, patients are now coming into the 
ER.  

Dr. Malone said last year the hospital 
lost 42 million dollars in treating patients 
who were on Medicaid.  “We had a person 
who came and stayed for more than 200 
days with multiple organ problems.  It cost 
the hospital over $200,000 dollars.” 

“We do have to have a way that every-
body should get heath care,” said Dr. 
Malone.  “There are some holes we worry 
about as a medical care institute.  A bunch 
of hospitals have gone out of business be-
cause they (see Health Care Reform, p.5)  
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Rep. Keith Fitzgerald, Dr. Marguerite Malone and  
Dr. Lisa Merritt provide insightful aspects on the  

proposed changes to America’s health care system. 
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were inundated.  It is a conundrum that needs to be worked 
out.”  

Dr. Malone said one of the biggest issues for physicians 
is the cost of the high liability costs for physicians.  They 
want tort reform to be included in the health reform package.    

Dr. Lisa Merritt, of Genesis Health Services, commented, 
“if our health system were a patient, he would be in the Criti-
cal Care Unit and in need of being resuscitated.”  She spoke 
of her clinic experiences: of poor women not being able to 
afford proper care due to lack of insurance; of women living 
in their cars; of women with broken bones; of not enough 
providers that will take Medicaid.  All of these concerns are 
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Ensuring that students in Sarasota 
County receive a quality education has 
been an important issue to me for many 
years.  When I moved to Sarasota my 
children were just starting kindergarten 
and first grade.  I volunteered in their 
classrooms and the computer labs that 
were set up at their schools.  By 1990 
they were moving on to middle school 
and school funding was being cut by the 
state.  I ran for the legislature determined 
to make a difference and I think I did.   

Florida schools districts are unique 
in that while property taxes fund the ma-
jor portion of school budgets, the tax 
rates are set by the state, not the local 
school boards.  In 1992 the state capped 
the amount of “discretionary” millage a 
district could levy and our district went to 
court to fight for local control of millage 
rates.  The lower courts sided with us, but 
the legislature won on appeal in 1994 and 
was set to reduce our district’s funding by 
the $14.6 million we had raised above the 
cap.  I was successful in convincing the 
legislative leaders at the time to allow us 
hold a special referendum.  Sarasota 
county voters voted overwhelmingly to 
let us keep these local funds.  

During the 1990’s the district strug-
gled with providing a quality education 
for our students with the “adequate” 
funding the state provided.   One of my 
last successful fights in the legislature 
was to allow local tax payers a say in 
how their schools were funded.  In 2002 
voters approved the first 1 mil referen-

school enrollments were increasing by 
more than 1000 students per year, we 
have been seeing declining enrollment in 
recent years.  The requirements of the 
Class Size Amendment to the state consti-
tution are putting increasing financial 
pressure on our districts.   

Fortunately we were able to see of 
these problems coming and made plans 
ahead of time to make the adjustments.  
Our local teachers union has worked with 
us to keep costs down and make cuts 
away from the classrooms in most cases.  
I am happy to report that through normal 
attrition, teachers moving out of the area 
and a surprise up tick from projected en-
rollment, we were able to find positions 
for most of the teachers on the surplus list.   

However, the last state budget was 
put together by robbing trust funds and 
with an influx of federal stimulus funds.  
These were one time revenues that were 
used to fund ongoing state and school 
district expenses.  Even if voters agree to 
extend the 1 mil local school tax four 
years, cuts will have to be made unless the 
legislature comes up with additional fund-
ing sources.  I am in line to take on the 
role as Chair of the school board for next 
year and believe that it comes at an oppor-
tune time for me and the district.  I under-
stand both the state and local school 
budget process and can help explain how 
important it is to pass the referendum on 
March 16, 2010 and help the district plan 
for the tough times ahead.                   �  

dum for additional local school funding 
which at that time raised about $29 mil-
lion.  The funds were used primarily to 
restore and prevent further cuts to arts, 

music and sports programs and to raise 
teacher salaries.   This was done at the 
same time property tax rolls in the county 
were increasing and since local revenue is 
capped at 90% of the state funding for-
mula, we were actually paying less in 
total schools taxes in 2005 (8.366 mils) 
that we were before the referendum 
(8.488 mills).  This decline in property 
tax rates (2008 low of 7.045 mils) contin-
ued as property values soared until last 
year when values started to drop.   

We are now experiencing what could 
be called a perfect storm for school fund-
ing.  The poor economy has meant cuts in 
state revenues and steep drops in property 
values have cut local tax income for 
schools by 23% in that last two years.  In 
addition, where in previous years our 
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related to our broken health care system. 
Dr. Merritt said insurance health reform should include 

mental health.  “It is entirely underfinanced.  Mental health is a 
chemical imbalance; it’s not a personality problem.  It is a 
health problem – largely inherited, but also influenced by envi-
ronment.  I have to fight to find a psychiatrist who’ll take 
Medicare.” 

Presumably, had the panel included additional experts, the 
VADC audience would have heard more perspectives, con-
cerns, and priorities.  The range of problems in our current 
system and the urgent need for reform cannot be overstated. �  

“We are now 
experiencing what 
could be called a  
perfect storm for 
school funding.” 
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STATE  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.MyFlorida.com 

Governor  

Charlie Crist 

Phone: 850-488-7146 

Fax: 850-487-0801 

Email: Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 

Attorney General 

Bill McCullom 

Phone: 850-414-3300 

Chief Financial Officer 

Alex Sink 

Consumer Hotline: 800-342-2762 

Email: cfo@fldfs.com 
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SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.SCGov.net 

Board of County Commissioners 

Phone: 941-861-5344 

District #1:  Carolyn Mason 

Email: CMason@scgov.net 

District #2:  Joe Barbetta 

Email: JBarbett@scgov.net 

District #3:  Shannon Staub 

Email: SStaub@scgov.net 

District #4:  Nora Patterson 

Email: NPatters@scgov.net 

District #5:  Jon Thaxton 

Email: JThaxton@scgov.net 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Karen Rushing 

Phone:  941-861-7400 

Email:  ClkInfo@scgov.net 

Property Appraiser 

Bill Furst 

Phone:  941-861-8200 

Email:  Appraiser@sarasotaproperty.org 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.firstgov.gov 

U.S.  President 

Barack Obama 

www.WhiteHouse.gov 

Phone: 202-456-1414 

Fax: 202-456-2461 

Email: President@WhiteHouse.gov 

U.S. Senators 

Bill Nelson 

www.BillNelson.Senate.gov 

Phone: 888-671-4091 

Fax: 202-228-2183 

George LeMieux 

www.LeMieux.Senate.Gov 

Phone: 202-224-3041 

Fax: 202-228-5171 

US Representative—District 13 

Vern Buchanan 

www.buchanan.house.gov 

Phone: 941-951-6643 

Fax: 941-951-2972 

DC Office: 202-225-5015 

STATE  GOVERNMENT (cont.) 

Commissioner of Agriculture 

Charles Bronson 

Phone: 850-488-3022 

Email: Commissioner@doacs.state.fl.us 

State Senator  - District 23 

Nancy Detert 

Phone: 941-480-3547 

Fax: 941-480-3549 

Email: Detert.Nancy.web@FLSenate.gov 

State Representative - District 70 

Doug Holder 

Phone: 941-918-4028 

Email: Doug.Holder@myfloridahouse.gov 
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VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.VeniceGov.com 

Venice City Council 

Phone:   941-486-2626 

EdMartin,  Mayor 

EMartin@ci.venice.fl.us 

Sue Lang, Vice Mayor 

SLang@ci.venice.fl.us 

Kit McKeon 

KMcKeon@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Moore 

JMoore@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Simmonds 

JSimmon@ci.venice.fl.us 

Vicki Noren Taylor 

VTaylor@ci.venice.fl.us 

Ernie Zavodnyik 

EZavodn@ci.venice.fl.us 

Venice City Manager 

Isaac D. Turner 

Phone:  941-486-2626, Ext. 24006 

Email:  ITurner@ci.venice.fl.us 

SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOV’T (cont.) 

Sheriff 

Tom Knight 

Phone:  941-861-5800 

Email:  SrqSher@scgov.net 

Supervisor of Elections 

Kathy Dent 

Phone:  941-861-8600 

Email:  KDent@scgov.net 

Tax Collector 

Barbara Ford-Coates 

Phone:  941-861-8300 

Email:  info@SarasotaTaxCollector.com 
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Personalized greeting cards 
with your photos from your 
computer!  Click send and the 
card is printed, addressed, a 
real stamp used, and mailed! 

Half the price of Hallmark. 

Try if for free at: 

www.sendoutcards.com/bruce 

Bruce Brunette 

941-223-6373 

Attention Business Owners and Candidates: Advertising Rates for VOICES: 

Business Card Ad:  $25/month 
1/4 Page Ad:  $40/month 
1/2 Page Ad:  $75/month 

Contact the VOICES Editor if you wish to advertise! 
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