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Though they profess to be advo-
cates for the health interests of 
their clients, they are mainly 
interested in the profits of their 
shareholders and bonuses for top 
executives.  Recent surveys show 
that more doctors are supporting 
a single-payer option. 

The American Medical Stu-
dent Association not only sup-
ports, but also insists upon a pub-
lic health insurance option, as do 
some physicians in the American 
Medical Association (AMA).  
Young doctors would rather earn 
a little less money and have af-
fordable coverage for themselves 
and the patients entrusted to their 
care. 

Many Republicans, insurers, 
and big businesses oppose a pub-
lic program, contending that a 
Medicare-run option would put 
them out of business.  Yet many 
of these people also say that gov-
ernment-run programs are ineffi-
cient and are filled with fraud.  
Could they not also be concerned 
that a government-run program 
might be successful? 

The fraud that people refer 
to in Medicare spending could be 
better controlled with adequate 
inspections.  During the last 
twenty or (see President, p.3)  

We are witnessing a mo-
ment in history with the possi-
bility of having a health care 
plan that covers all uninsured 
Americans.  We have not had 
such a serious possibility since 
President Clinton proposed a 
plan in 1993.  We must act now 
to bring our nation up to the 
standards of other developed 
countries. 

Private companies have had 
decades to provide affordable 
insurance for all Americans and 
have not done so.  Rather, they 
have fought national health care 
as far back as President Tru-
man’s administration. 

Recent polls indicate that by 
a three-to-one margin, people 
favor a single-payer option.  By 
a ratio of slightly less than two-
to-one they are willing to pay 
higher taxes to make sure every-
one is covered.   

In a public plan option, an 
important part of reform would 
help to reduce costs through a 
combination of low overhead 
and bargaining power.  Admin-
istrative costs of government-
run Medicare are much lower 
than competing private insur-
ance companies that are primar-
ily in business to make a profit.  
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Mr. Hobin will be  
speaking to us on the 

subject of: 

 
"Current & Future  
Water Supplies."   

 
An overview of  our 
system of water man-
agement in Florida; 
permitting issues; cur-
rent supplies; regional 
supply plans & the fu-
ture. 
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At the April Sarasota Democratic Executive Council 
(DEC) meeting in Sarasota, Bryan Worthington, member of 
Venice Area Democratic Club, told us about an experience 
he had recently in Sarasota. 

He had car trouble and called AAA for help.  His part-
ner, Bob Matherne, also a VADC member, has a AAA 
membership.  Bryan was told on the phone that he was not 
eligible for assistance because he did not qualify for mem-
bership as a same sex partner.  He is now urging everyone to 
call the president of AAA South to demand they reverse this 
discriminatory practice.  Ironically, the rest of the country’s 
AAA District Offices allow same sex partners to have fam-
ily memberships. 

My 23-year old student daughter and I have a Family 
Membership.  I called AAA South offices to ask about this 
policy.  AAA’s spokesperson, John Imming told me that 
each district is independent and that each board of directors 
votes on its policies.  AAA South is comprised of Florida, 
Georgia, and two thirds of Tennessee.  They have voted to 
exclude same sex partners or spouses from family policies, 
even though other AAA clubs around the country allow 
same sex partners to be Family (also known as Associate) 
Members.  

I told Mr. Imming that I didn’t think it was fair that my 
daughter could be an Associate Member, but my that friend 
Bryan could not be on his partner’s membership.  I said that 
folks here in Sarasota possibly would be dropping their 
memberships due to AAA’s policy, and he said, “People 
drop their memberships every day.”  I asked him if I could 
quote him, and he said, “absolutely”! 

AAA Membership is not inexpensive.  I pay $75 for the 
two of us, and I am indignant that our fellow members can-
not purchase the same type of membership.  I shall be look-
ing around for a less discriminatory travel service (and one, 
I’m sure, that costs less).  

 Call AAA South and ask for Thomas O’Brien or John 
Imming - (813) 289-1467 to tell him what YOU think.     �  
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Paying for the health care plan 
seems to be a huge stumbling block and 
has set Democrats and Republicans in a 
tailspin. The AMA (representing just 
19% of doctors) isn’t opposed to a single-
payer option but may support one based 
on co-ops in hopes of keeping costs 
down.  They do support curbing lawsuits 
that raise medical expenses.  For every 
dollar paid in compensation as a result of 
lawsuits, over half goes to legal and ad-
ministrative costs.  These lawsuits lead to 
defensive medicine in the form of more 
tests and medical procedures wasting 
everyone’s money.  

President Obama is looking at a 
host of cost-cutting measures including 
bringing fraud under control and elimi-
nating government-subsidized Medicare 
Advantage programs that are bleeding 
Medicare. 

The President believes that 
health care reform should: 
· Reduce long-term growth of health 

care costs for businesses and govern-
ment 

· Protect families from bankruptcy or 
debt because of health care costs 

· Guarantee choice of doctors and 
health plans 

· Invest in prevention and wellness 
· Improve patient safety and quality of 

care 
· Assure affordable, quality health 

coverage for all Americans 

more years inspector jobs were eliminated 
because they were considered 
“government waste.”  However, as we 
found out with the banking industry, some 
regulation is necessary. 

House Republicans have devised a 
plan that will improve the current system 
by reforming Medicare and the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP), but will not mandate that every-
one have health insurance.  They want a 
plan where every person who is uninsured 
has access to insurance.  The Republican 
plan would allow states, associations, and 
small businesses to pool together to offer 
health insurance.         

They believe that their plan is more 
feasible because it would cost much less 
than Democratic proposals, and with tax 
credits individuals would be able to pur-
chase their own coverage.  This plan, 
however, does not rein in the high cost of 
health insurance.  

Some Republicans have pro-
posed taxing the health benefits workers 
receive from employers.  The idea, origi-
nally suggested by Senator John McCain, 
is part of the discussion on health care. 

Just this month the Senate health 
committee has proposed another option in 
the health care debate.  The plan would 
require employers hiring 25 or more em-
ployees to offer benefits or pay a fee to 
the government and would create a public 
competitor to insurance companies.  Once 
this body has decided on its bill, it will 
have to be reconciled with the House bill. 

· Maintain coverage when you 
change or lose your job 

· End barriers to coverage for people 
with pre-existing medical condi-
tions 

The fear tactics have begun 
surfacing in the media. One hears and 
reads such phrases as “government-run” 
insurance telling patients what doctors 
they can see, and to watch out for 
“socialized medicine.”  What is Medi-
care if not a highly functioning form of 
the above?  We must look at the facts to 
determine what is efficient before 
jumping to conclusions. 

The United States pays far 
more for health insurance than other 
less wealthy nations and gets less for its 
money.  In 2007 the United States spent 
$2.2 trillion or $7,421 per person for 
health care, which is nearly twice the 
average of other developed nations.  
We know that our current system does 
not work for a huge segment of our 
population and that this is the time to 
speak up for a plan that will benefit all 
citizens.   

Please contact President 
Obama now (202-456-1414) or (http:// 
www.WhiteHouse.gov/contact) to ask 
him to support a single-payer plan.  Let 
us join the 21st century and other indus-
trialized nations in providing universal 
health care coverage for all of our peo-
ple.             �  

���������
4����56


VOICES     ~     Venice Area Democratic Club     ~     July 15, 2009 

��������	
Exemplifies fine food served in  

a relaxed atmosphere 
220 MIAMI  AVENUE WEST ~ VENICE, FL 

(941) 484-5187 
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 We all read or hear of UNIFEM, 
but do we know what it does?  The acro-
nym stands for United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women.   Carol Bu-
chanan, former National President of the 
Gulf Coast Chapter of the United States 
National Committee for UNIFEM gave 
us insight at the June meeting of VADC.  

Ms. Buchanan said UNIFEM is “ . . 
. the only agency [in the world] whose 
sole purpose is to address women’s 
rights and enable them to get ahead – 
economically and politically.”  There 
are sixteen offices worldwide, and all 
the people connected with the organiza-
tion are volunteers except for one full 
time paid staff member in Washington, 
D.C.  Ninety percent of the funding 
comes from donor governments.   

The organization’s goals include 
helping women to have leadership in 
government, fostering economic em-
powerment, slowing HIV, and reducing 
violence.  

In Nigeria, one in three women will 
die from childbirth-related causes. 

UNIFEM is working to improve that ra-
tio; in Rwanda as of last year, women 
formed 49% of the legislature.  In Jordan, 
women are learning computers, broad-
casting, and ceramic skills when only 

until recently they needed their husbands’ 
permission to even get in the car.  In 
Egypt women are actually being granted 
divorces, which was before unheard of; 
Columbia now protects women from 
losing property.  Brazil is no longer con-
doning honor killings, and now female 
officers instead of male are assigned to 
rape victims; they now allow women to 
have access to land ownership.  In Ar-

gentina, women are being trained to help 
local governments make their areas safe, 
and Nepal has outlined grounds for marital 
rape.   

Why focus on women?   Women con-
stitute 70% of the world’s poor.  Women 
and children are the primary victims of 
war.  Why does UNIFEM support women 
in other countries when so much needs to 
be done in the U.S.?  Ms. Buchanan an-
swered there are many agencies to help 
women in the US.  The presentation ended 
with a video of women singing, “I Can 
Touch the Sun.”   

If you wish to have more information 
about UNIFEN you can reach Ms. Bu-
chanan at 379-0232.                             �  
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Next Month’s Meeting: 

August 22, 2009 
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“Women constitute 70% 
of the world’s poor. 

Women and children 
are the primary  
victims of war.” 
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lowed these mothers to stay with up to 
two children on the First Step campus 
(and complete a thorough program 
while getting help reentering the job 
force, and finding housing, health care 
and day care) was closed, putting five 
at-risk families on the street. 

How do I know all this?  I am a 
recovering alcoholic and a volunteer at 
the Charlotte County Jail and at Mothers 
and Infants in Sarasota.  I have been 
doing this for 12 years, and the number 
of treatment facilities and halfway 
houses is diminishing while the number 
of inmates is exploding.  Does treatment 
work?  Yes!  Does repeated incarcera-
tion in ever more overcrowded facilities 
work?  No!   

Sarasota County Commissioner Joe 
Barbetta has indicated in a television 
interview that he is open to discussing a 
different way to address this social 
problem.  

Please write our county commis-
sioners [see p7.] and let them know a 
new jail without a CHANGE in the for-
mat is just bad business! 

This article is solely my opinion 
and is not in any way affiliated with 
Alcoholics Anonymous or any of the 
facilities or programs mentioned.        �  

Our candidate in the last election 
for Sheriff, Kurt Lavarello, and that for 
Public Defender, Adam Tebrugge, 
stated that drug and alcohol abuse 
should be regarded as a public health 
problem, not a criminal one.  The issue 
of mentally ill citizens’ being routinely 
incarcerated without assessment and 
care is slowly being addressed – also 
with almost no funding!  Drug court 
and Mental Health courts are highly 
successful, but can only handle about 
150 clients each, which is way too few.  
Public Defenders generally carry about 
100 to 150 clients, which is way too 
many!  Some inmates never have an 
opportunity to consult with an attorney 
until five minutes prior to sentencing.  

After Governor Crist’s political 
darling, Amendment One, was passed, 
funding for First Step of Sarasota -- the 
only treatment center in Sarasota 
County besides Salvation Army offer-
ing detoxification, long-term residential 
treatment, or even 28-day treatment -- 
was slashed.  Currently there is a seven-
month wait to get into the program 
through the court system.  Mothers and 
Infants, a very successful program for 
pregnant women with substance-abuse 
issues, has been cut severely, and the 
Transitional Living Center, which al-

The most used word in America 
these days is CHANGE.  In Sarasota 
County the issue of whether and where 
to build a new jail is coming to a town 
hall meeting near you.  Do you care that 
these facilities house repeat drug and 
alcohol offenders that are released with-
out treatment -- almost always to return 
after repeat offenses involving sub-
stance abuse on one level or another?  
If you do care, you can act to effect 
much needed change. 

Passing bad checks, stealing, writ-
ing false prescriptions, breaking and 
entering, assaulting law enforcement 
officers, driving under the influence, 
committing murder, and, the most com-
mon offense, driving without -- or on a 
suspended -- license, are all byproducts 
of drug and alcohol abuse.  Convictions 
of possession and trafficking add up, 
and then the inevitable violation of pro-
bation charges result in the revolving 
door of jail and then state prison.  Very, 
very few are remanded for long-term 
treatment – there simply isn’t any 
money for it!!!  And yet, experts esti-
mate, jail is SEVEN TIMES more ex-
pensive than treatment!  But does any-
one care?  What about our newfound 
penchant for CHANGE?  

�
���
���
�%
&���
�
��
����
�%
���
�����

*�
�7���
���2
3��&
"����
���*��



VOICES     ~     Venice Area Democratic Club     ~     July 15, 2009 

Kevin Connelly was a life-long Re-
publican.  To say he was active in his 
party does not convey his huge dedica-
tion and action to the party’s principles.  
In Orange County, he was on the Repub-
lican Executive Committee as was he 
here, in Sarasota County, for 12 years.  In 
fact, in 2004, he ran for chairmanship 
and lost by only14 votes.  Two years ago 
he said he had “a catharsis,” or as the 
dictionary states, “an act of purification.”  

Connelly heard candidate Obama’s 
stand on issues that were important to 
him.  “He supported the same things I 
was in favor of.”  Obama wanted a strong 
manufacturing base; Obama preferred 

talking with other nations first and con-
sidering war as a last resort.  Obama 
questioned our military strategy.  “The 
Democrats reflected my values, so I 
voted for him.”  As a Republican then, 
Connelly said he that dare not mention 
his choice in public. 

He said the Republicans “are intel-
lectually bankrupt.”  They are “ . . . a 
party of the wealthy – old men who have 
stopped thinking.”  They have no solu-
tions – only criticisms.  . . . They have 
no compass.”  Connelly said he resigned 
from the Republican Executive Commit-
tee and registered as a Democrat. 

Connelly now asks, how do we De-

mocrats advance in Republican-based 
Sarasota?  “The Republicans stress less 
government.  Because there has been a 
lack of supervision in government, they 
have destroyed your 401Ks, your savings 
accounts, your retirement funds.  Your 
local economy is stagnant because the 
manufacturing jobs have been sent to 
China and other countries.  The Republi-
cans have failed to plan for a diversified, 
sustainable economy, and they have opted 
for short-term greed at the expense of this 
nation’s economy and its citizens.   

“If we Democrats deliver the right 
message, my conversion will be only just 
the start!”                                          �  
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We rented an apartment in Rome 
near Piazza del Popolo, a popular square 
near the Spanish Steps.  The rental agent 
was Massimo Turchi, an  airline pilot of  
30 years for Alitalia, who, in December 
of 2008, was let go.  Budget cutbacks. 
We asked Massimo what Italians thought 
about Obama.  “They love him. He is 
very popular here,” assured Massimo in 
his sonorous Italian voice with traces of 
South African (he lived there for awhile) 
and British.  He went on to discuss Italian 
politics and the current, colorful multi-
millionaire president, Silvio Berlusconi.   

London, England 
As we arrived from Belgium, our 

ever mannerly and smiling British friend 
of over 40 years, Brian Whitworth, was 
waiting at London’s Pancras Station.  We 
had taken the train through the Chunnel; 
it traveled from the continent to the UK 
under the English Channel.  This train’s 
famous and costly route took about three 
hours, around twenty minutes of which 
transported you in a tunnel under the 
water.  

We stayed with Brian and his wife, 
Barbara, for several days.  We discussed 
their thoughts on Obama.  Brian said his 
immediate reaction to the US election 
results was amazement.  A story of suc-
cess against all social odds: that a guy, a 
son of an African who migrated to Amer-
ica, can get elected to be president of the 
United States was surprising to him.  
Barbara thought he spoke in a believable 
way.  “He is a convincing speaker but 
whether he can follow up we don’t 
know.”  Both were relieved when he won 
the election.   

Brian said John McCain during his 
political campaign revealed he didn’t 
know the basics about Islamic religion.  
It shows he had a long way to go to learn 
about foreign policy.  He was ill advised 
during his campaign.   

When the time came for us to return 
to the US, the Whitworths spent the day 
with us at the port city of Southampton 
where the Mayflower left in 1620,  where 
the Titanic left in 1912 and where we left 
on the Queen Mary II in 2009.   Same 
port, different years, different destinies.�  

oil and other things.”  
Clara Pereira, a guide for My 

Friend Tours in Portugal who escorted 
us to the small, picturesque cities of 

Sintra, Cascais, and Estoril, 45-
minutes from Lisbon, took a more 
guarded view.  “Everyone is open-
minded on Obama. All are quite skep-
tical.  The (economic) conditions are 
worldwide; he’s just a man -- he can-
not make a miracle.  There’s an atti-
tude of “wait and see.”  

*He told a fascinating bit of his-
tory the dogs’ history.  Because they 
adapted easily to water and were 
strong swimmers, they were valuable 
in naval battles hundreds of years ago.  
When the captain of a ship wanted to 
communicate with another ship in the 
fleet, he would put a message in the 
dog’s mouth and had the dog swim to 
the other ship to deliver it.  The dogs’ 
naturally floppy hair keeps the sun 
from reflecting in their eyes. 

Brussels, Belgium 
Aline and Alain Moignot, owners 

of a guesthouse near downtown Brus-
sels, sat on the other side of a large 
table in their dining room.  Alain had 
worked for IBM in Brussels his entire 
career and is now retired.  Aline, who 
worked over thirty years at IBM, re-
counted the different receptions the 
two US presidents received when they 
came to the city.  “When Bush came,” 
she said, “there were not many who 
came out to see him.  And when his 
car passed along the street, some even 
turned their heads.  When Obama 
came, many people were out in the 
street to greet him, and they cheered.”   

Rome, Italy 
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When I told Norma Dayton, presi-
dent of VADC, that my husband and I 
were taking a European vacation for 
five weeks, she gave me a writing as-
signment: find out what people in Euro-
pean countries think of President 
Obama.  This article presents my re-
sults.  

We put the question to natives of 
Lisbon, Portugal; Madrid, Spain; Rome, 
Italy; Brussels, Belgium; and Reading, 
England.  We found our president is 
popular man; people look up to him and 
expect much from him while he’s in 
office.  I regret not having brought 
Obama buttons to hand out.  I would 
have been a popular American.  Here 
are thumbnail reports of European com-
ments on our president.   

Lisbon, Portugal 
James, a waiter in a downtown 

Lisbon restaurant, told us, “Everyone in 
Portugal celebrated when Obama won 
the election.  They were talking about it 
in coffee shops.  His inauguration 
speech,” said James, “reached the top of 
the ratings here.  We Portuguese were 
very proud when the Obamas decided 
on a Portuguese water dog for their 
daughters.  After that, over here, the 
dogs became very popular and many 
Portuguese wanted them for pets.”*  

James went on to say that in Portu-
gal it was not common to see a black 
person in government.  He said the Por-
tuguese look on Obama as “ . . . some-
one different who could save them.”  
The waiter told of the Portuguese myth 
about King Sabastian, who led a small 
army to fight against five powerful Af-
rican kings.  His people put great faith 
in Sabastian’s ability to protect and lead 
them.  King Sabastian lost the battle 
and his body was never found, but his 
people never stopped waiting for him to 
return and solve their problems.  “The 
Portuguese see Obama as King Sabas-
tian; even now we are waiting for him 
to solve everything.  Obama showed us 
that a young person who is strong and 
courageous could make good decisions.  
The USA America needs someone to 
make the right decisions on economy, 
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Madeleine poses with a friend next to a portrait 
of Obama drawn by a local street artist 



��

STATE  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.MyFlorida.com 

Governor  

Charlie Crist 

Phone: 850-488-7146 

Fax: 850-487-0801 

Email: Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com 

Attorney General 

Bill McCullom 

Phone: 850-414-3300 

Chief Financial Officer 

Alex Sink 

Consumer Hotline: 800-342-2762 

Email: cfo@fldfs.com 
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SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.SCGov.net 

Board of County Commissioners 

Phone: 941-861-5344 

District #1:  Carolyn Mason 

Email: CMason@scgov.net 

District #2:  Joe Barbetta 

Email: JBarbett@scgov.net 

District #3:  Shannon Staub 

Email: SStaub@scgov.net 

District #4:  Nora Patterson 

Email: NPatters@scgov.net 

District #5:  Jon Thaxton 

Email: JThaxton@scgov.net 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Karen Rushing 

Phone:  941-861-7400 

Email:  ClkInfo@scgov.net 

Property Appraiser 

Bill Furst 

Phone:  941-861-8200 

Email:  Appraiser@sarasotaproperty.org 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.firstgov.gov 

U.S.  President 

Barack Obama 

www.WhiteHouse.gov 

Phone: 202-456-1414 

Fax: 202-456-2461 

Email: President@WhiteHouse.gov 

U.S. Senators 

Bill Nelson 

www.BillNelson.Senate.gov 

Phone: 888-671-4091 

Fax: 202-228-2183 

Mel Martinez 

www.Martinez.Senate.Gov 

Phone: 202-224-3041 

Fax: 202-228-5171 

US Representative—District 13 

Vern Buchanan 

www.buchanan.house.gov 

Phone: 941-951-6643 

Fax: 941-951-2972 

DC Office: 202-225-5015 

STATE  GOVERNMENT (cont.) 

Commissioner of Agriculture 

Charles Bronson 

Phone: 850-488-3022 

Email: Commissioner@doacs.state.fl.us 

State Senator  - District 23 

Nancy Detert 

Phone: 941-480-3547 

Fax: 941-480-3549 

Email: Detert.Nancy.web@FLSenate.gov 

State Representative - District 70 

Doug Holder 

Phone: 941-918-4028 

Email: Doug.Holder@myfloridahouse.gov 
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VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT 

Website:  www.VeniceGov.com 

Venice City Council 

Phone:   941-486-2626 

EdMartin,  Mayor 

EMartin@ci.venice.fl.us 

Sue Lang, Vice Mayor 

SLang@ci.venice.fl.us 

Kit McKeon 

KMcKeon@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Moore 

JMoore@ci.venice.fl.us 

John Simmonds 

JSimmon@ci.venice.fl.us 

Vicki Noren Taylor 

VTaylor@ci.venice.fl.us 

Ernie Zavodnyik 

EZavodn@ci.venice.fl.us 

Venice City Manager 

Isaac D. Turner 

Phone:  941-486-2626, Ext. 24006 

Email:  ITurner@ci.venice.fl.us 

SARASOTA  COUNTY  GOV’T (cont.) 

Sheriff 

Tom Knight 

Phone:  941-861-5800 

Email:  SrqSher@scgov.net 

Supervisor of Elections 

Kathy Dent 

Phone:  941-861-8600 

Email:  KDent@scgov.net 

Tax Collector 

Barbara Ford-Coates 

Phone:  941-861-8300 

Email:  info@SarasotaTaxCollector.com 
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Personalized greeting cards 
with your photos from your 
computer!  Click send and the 
card is printed, addressed, a 
real stamp used, and mailed! 

Half the price of Hallmark. 

Try if for free at: 

www.sendoutcards.com/bruce 

Bruce Brunette 

941-223-6373 

Our  dedicated  advertisers  have  helped  to  underwrite  the  printing  and 
mailing costs of our monthly newsletter, VOICES. 

Please support those that are supporting us and patronize these busi-
nesses.  Be sure and let them know,  “I saw your ad in VOICES!”  


